
By our defense correspondent 
April 26, 1919

SOLDIERS of the U.S. Army’s 
26th Division came home to 
a heroes’ welcome yesterday 

after distinguishing themselves 
in combat during the World War.

Nicknamed the “Yankee 
Division,” it was one of the first 
American units to arrive in 
Europe to fight the Germans after 
U.S. entry into the war. Organized 
largely from National Guard 
troops in Massachusetts and other 
New England states, the division 
was sent to France as part of the 
American Expeditionary Forces.

The same division also fought 
in one of the last major military 
offensives that helped bring about 

YANKEE DIVISION SOLDIERS RETURN HOME AS HEROES
the Allied defeat of Germany.  
In total, the 26th Division spent 
more than 200 days in combat and 
lost more than 1,500 soldiers who 


